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See "Call for Voluntary Service"
on page 7
0 War! thou miser eating
Dark juggler of the

curse!

universe!

How hast thou marr'd this glorious
Throwing

round thee thy scarlet

And masking,
Of gem-like

globe!
robe,

with the rainbow's

blaze

beauty, thy fierce face.

Thou hast deceived from Time's first ages,
Its mighty captains, lords, and sages,
Till they and the strong
Thy mad, remorseless

multitude

smites have

And, drunk with thy bewildering
From horn, or harp, or

woo'd:
song,

cymbalon,

Done deeds which might the lion

shame,

And make the nations pale to name.
For priests, their mitres are thy

mirth,

Thy panders are the kings of earth:
From their high pagods dost thou
Charioted

with the hideous

Of thousands,

come,

hum

who, where'er it reels,

Perish beneath thy wagon

wheels.

—Jeremiah Holme Wiffen
A Wandering, Homeless
Child of Grief-Stricken Europe
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It Took Pentecost to Stir Jerusalem
Vance
HIS cynical, bitter, and disillusioned old
world needs to see more often the miracle of a man or woman desperately in
love with Jesus Christ. This sophisticated
generation runs all too rarely into the
phenomenon of a human torch passionately happy to be the fuel of the Flame of
God. Such human firebrands as these
sweep through the dead, dull world around
them making ordinary Christianity look
drearily tame and commonplace. To meet
such a soul is like finding a visitor from
another planet—as indeed it is meeting an
ambassador from another realm, one
whose citizenship is in heaven.

T

The eyes of the Lord run to and fro
throughout the earth looking for one person who will really consent to burn up for
God. We sing about it, preach about it,
pray about it; but few are the reckless
souls who actually will become fools for
Christ's sake, who will love not their lives
to the death, and count them not dear, who
gladly will fling themselves with holy
abandon at the feet of their Lord. We
sing:
To the old rugged cross I will ever be
true,
Its shame and reproach gladly bear.
But we leave the reproach in the hymn
book; to be counted the scum of the earth
and the off-scouring of all things is too
much for us who love all too well to keep
up with the Joneses. Ours is a respectable,
comfortable faith: we will consent to attend a missionary meeting and listen to
some scarred veteran tell of enduring hardness in a distant land. We may even shed
a sympathizing tear and contribute gladly
to let another perform the task. But for
you or me to be consumed with the zeal of
God's house until relatives shall grow solicitous about our mental state as did the
friends of our Lord, or to stir up the gift
of God within us until smoldering coals
shall blaze into Heavenly Flame, and Festus complain that we are mad—ah, we
much prefer our own comfort. "He is beside himself" (ML 3:21). They said it of
our Lord. "Thou art beside thyself" (Acts
26:24). They said it of Paul. "Whether we
be beside ourselves, it is to God" (II Cor.
5:13). They will say it of us if we walk
in their steps. And why shouldn't we be
"beside ourselves?" We are nothing in
ourselves!
Nothing Can Stand Before A Bloodwashed, Fire-baptized People, Rejoicing to be Counted Worthy to Suffer
for the Lord.
There are not two gospels, one for missionaries and martyrs, the other for those
who name the name of Christ but let Him
bear the cross alone while they themselves
go free. In the beginning of the church
it was not only the apostles who were be-

Havner
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unmindful of most things that concern and
worry us now? And yet, have you not
noticed also how love makes the lover
kindly disposed toward every one except
that one who would steal the affections? If
we love our Lord with the whole heart, we
would love all men and hate only him who
would break our communion, Satan, the
arch-enemy of our souls.

side themselves. That entire first fellowship of saints lived so truly like a colony
of heaven, not conformed to the world but
transformed, that the world hounded them
and branded them as the wildest of fanThey Paid the Price
atics! No wonder they shook the world!
We have toned down the
first-century
Such people have always been well-nigh
irresistible. What can stand before a Christian fervor because it makes our inblood-washed, fire-baptized throng, rejoic- sipid church life look pitiful in compariing to be counted worthy to suffer for Je- son. Scholars have endeavored to establish
that the characteristics of those early saints
sus' name!
wer« not meant to be sustained down
It is possible to know such a consuming
through the centuries—that the first flamlove for Jesus Christ that one is lifted to
ing fervor was a sort of double portion
a holy abandon and a heavenly recklessto get the church off to a good start!
ness and is hilariously immune to this
But who can believe that God meant for
world's fears and fevers. There are few
men and women who have not been at His people to begin at a high pitch
some time in their lives so deperately in and then slip g r a d u a l l y off key
love with some one that they were beside through the ages as though He who began
themselves and often almost irrational in such a good work were unable to continue
their exhilaration. If the love of man for it? Who dares to charge Almighty God
woman can so intoxicate us, is it not to our with such unwisdom that would begin a
everlasting shame that our hearts can be work by raising high hopes which later He
so unresponsive toward Christ Jesus, Lover would not fulfill? Those early Christians
of our souls? Must He not stand among us were no favorites of God, enabled to live
today, grieved at the hardness of our lives which never can be duplicated again.
hearts, and say as He did long ago: " I They simply paid the price, but we lazily
have somewhat against thee, because thou excuse ourselves today by confining such
power to the apostolic age with the threadhast left thy first love?"
bare conclusion that "the day of miracles
If we loved Him desperately, if we loved has passed." The day of miracles has not
Him so passionately that all other loves passed; the day of faith, miraculous faith,
were as hatred, if we loved Him as He de- has largely passed!
serves to be loved, would not our hearts
rise above the circumstances and condiSmouldering Coals Stirred to Heavenly
tions of this dull world? Have you not
Flame
seen young lovers so absorbed in each
The truth is that the early Christians
other that they were oblivious to all else? were a despised sect, for the most part
If we loved Him truly, would we not be from the poorer and plainer classes, desperately in love with Christ and utterly beside themselves in their devotion to Him.
They did not transform the world—they
Inspiration for the Day
transcended it. It was only in later years
when Constantine made Christian profesPhil 4:19 Satisfies Me!
sion easy and the church ceased looking
for the Lord to return and began trying to
Jesse F. Lady
build heaven on earth that Christians beOne of the main reasons why I am glad came "reasonable" and the world could
I am a Christian is because Jesus satisfies live comfortably with them.
Let it not be forgotten that a twice-born
every area of my life. All things in Jesus
I find. The Devil or the world cannot and Spirit-filled Christian is always a congive young people one good or noble thing tradiction to this old world. He crosses
that they do not already find and have in it at every point. From the day that he
is born again until he passes on to be with
Jesus Christ.
Here is the reason why. "My God shall the Lord, he pulls against the current of
supply every need of yours according to a world forever going the other way. If
he allows it, men will tone him down,
his riches in glory in Christ Jesus."
That is not a wish, it is a promise. He steal the joy of his salvation, reduce him
did not say, "may supply," but "shall sup- to the dreary level of the average. The
real firebrand is even more distressing to
ply all your needs."
the devil than to indifferent Christians,
We compute mechanical energy accordand when a wide-awake believer comes
ing to so many horse power. We compute
along taking the gospel seriously, we can
electrical energy according to Kilowatts,
expect sinister maneuvering for his downbut God shall supply our needs according
fall. Alas, Satan receives no little aid
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
from church members themselves in this
Now I am sure you understand why I
am glad I am a Christian.
(Continued on page fourteen)
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Growth Without Development
Goalj

Standing at the portals and peering it will assist in expediting the work and
down through the corridors of 1948, it is keeping the Evangelical Visitor interesting.
perfectly natural that certain forward look1. Report the high points of numerous
ing ideals stir themselves deeply in one's
events, rather than too detailed a report of
bosom and soul.
Amid all the stress and strain of a badly any one occasion.
disorganized and much confused society,
2. Always report the address of any
there are certain intrinsic values that re- married couple whose wedding announcemain unchanged and suffer no depreciation ment appears in the Visitor. The Publicawhatever. Deeper spiritual living is the tion Board are giving them one year's subheart-yearning desire of every sincere fol- scription to the Evangelical Visitor.
lower of the Lord Jesus Christ. A sensi3. It will save the staff at Nappanee the
tive conscience that readily interprets the
extra
work of forwarding, if all materials
leadership of the Holy Spirit in the daily
task of living will help to guide in the are sent direct to Clarence Center, New
York. The response in general to the repathway of service and blessing.
quest to mail materials here has been exThere are certain goals which we desire cellent. To the few who still send to
to attain in conducting the editorial work. Nappanee, Indiana, we would like to say
It has been very distracting to find the this procedure takes time of the staff there
Evangelical Visitor coming into your homes and has a tendency to delay the publishso long after the date-line on the periodi- ing of your materials.
cal. With the exception of a few times
Numerous comments of appreciation
when the plant breakdowns delayed the
printing or binding, the hold-up has been have been received concerning the fine reof a nature we have not been able to lo- sponse of Brethren in Christ leaders who
cate. We would like you to know that are furnishing articles and manuscripts that
we aim for the paper to arrive-on the date appear in the columns of the Evangelical
Visitor. Thanks, brethren! During 1948
it carries or a day or two before.
Then too, we aim to get the Church news we hope to have this with ever-increasing
to you as promptly as possible and keep volume and though busy you are, rememall announcements current and factual. All ber the Visitor carries your message to
materials should be in our hands two thousands in any one issue. This is a
weeks or eighteen days before the issue in wonderful way of sowing seed.
which it is to appear.
May the Lord give all of you a very
If those of you who serve as correspond- happy and prosperous New Year, is the
ents will remember these few simple facts wish of your staff.—/. N. H.

This Generation
An American clergyman had been invited to visit one of our large university
campuses to address the faculty and student body. The clergyman's talk made a
deep impression on the entire group. One
of the science professors was deeply moved and asked for an interview with the
preacher.
Inviting the preacher to his office the
professor closed the door and walking deliberately and thoughtfully around behind
his desk he suddenly reached his hands
forward in a gesture of helplessness and
exclaimed, "My God, Doctor! What have
we let loose upon the w o r l d ? "
He had been one of half a dozen topranking scientists engaged in fabricating
the first atomic bomb. For two years he
had worked in such secrecy that even his
wife did not know the project to which he
was giving his time and skill. Then on
the morning of August 6, 1945, his wife
read the screaming headlines in the daily
paper and, looking steadily into the eyes
of her husband said, "That then is what
you have been making." Said the scientist,

"That has been weeks ago, and she has not
slept a night through since, neither have I.
Now I am appealing to you, Doctor. You
preachers will have to raise up a generation of men who can be trusted to handle
this terrible thing we have devised!"
Such an account as this makes the task
of the church the more serious. The Christian leaders of this generation are face to
face with staggering responsibilities.
Dr. Clarence H. Benson said recently
while addressing young people, "Seventysix percent of the young people who are
attending public high schools in America
today are not attending Sunday School.
The past twenty years we have lost six
million children from our Sunday Schools.
Less than one third of the Protestant children attend Sunday School regularly."
Furthermore, Dr. Benson said, "There are
400,000 run-away boys in America today.
Butbefore that there were 400,000run-away
parents." He went on to say that the only
hope of America today is to save and teach
our children through the Sunday Schools
and Church related colleges. Let me add,

The words 'growth' and 'development'
can and are often used synonymously, but
in some respects there is a shade of difference and it is with this in mind that
mention is made of growth without development. Growth is used in the sense of
becoming larger or increasing in capacity
while development is used with the idea of
becoming more mature, more loving. The
apostle Paul says: "When I was a child, I
spake as a child, I understood as a child,
I thought as a child: but when I became
a man, I put away childish things." Yet
Jiow many people grow to manhood physically but never develop mentally to the
point of putting away childish things, and
receiving love in a perfected way.
Fully developed Christians put away
strife and envy. Some men may be in the
Church for years, may be considered matured fathers in Israel but how often when
things do not go according to their liking
(they may call it conviction but many
times it is but childish desires and fancies)
they show that while they have grown in
political influence (this may be because of
their bequeathed or inherited wealth) they
have not grown in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Yes, they have growth but it is a growth
without real spiritual development.
When people who claim to be God's
children maintain and argue that Christian
liberty permits of sin they should remember that that type of religion is but a
fungus growth lacking the real fruits of
the Spirit. In the early period of the Church
the gnostics professed to be wise, to have
found the secret of spiritual freedom, to
have grown in grace but too often these
professions were a cloak for licentiousness.
What they needed was spiritual development in maintaining purity of living. In
your thinking are all the gnostics dead?
Only too many so-called Christians are
putting their emphasis on mental growth.
They maintain that the only God there is
is the God of their conception. How small
God must be! We cannot find out all about
God by searching but all who will may
learn to know Him. Complete Christianity
can be realized only by being born of the
Spirit of God, growing in the knowledge
of the things of the Spirit and walking in
the graces that mark a life of real sincere
Christian development. Some people put
the emphasis on growing numerically. Let
us put the emphasis on loving spiritual
development.—/. A. C.

to carry out this program is going to cost
the church money, time, sacrifice, sweat,
blood and tears. But it must be done at
any cost.
The reason why we have not given more
to relief and service is because we have
never been to the point of starving. By the
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same token we have not invested more in
our Sunday Schools and Church Colleges
for equipment and well trained teachers
because we have not had the vision of these
indispensable institutions.
If this generation is to be salvaged from
the horrible liquor traffic, the unspeakable
crime wave and accompanying evils, the
laity and ministry alike will have to arise
and shine, serve and sacrifice. Remember
the Word of God PREVAILS and FERVENT PRAYER AVAILS. See Acts 19:
20 and Jas. 5:16. May it be said of us
as was said of David, "He had served his
own generation by the WILL of GOD."
— / . F. L.

"Send Us More Trouble"
The following prayer was prayed by an
Ethiopian at Soddu, Walamo, Ethiopia:
"Almighty God, from the depth of my
heart I plead with thee to send us trouble.
When our king was exiled we were in
much trouble with the foreign (Italian)
rulers. We had to meet in secret, preach
in secret, and were in constant danger of
our lives. That was the time when we
worked in harmony with our fellow Christians.
"Many'~a night after I had locked my
door and gone to bed, tired from a day's
long journey of preaching and teaching,
there came a persistent knocking. Thou
knowest, Lord, how I wanted to sleep, but
they at the door would not let me. They
wanted to be baptized. I told them that
they wouldn't want to be baptized at night
and be hunted and chased and put in prison and beaten, but they said they had seen
the Christians' joy, and they, too, wanted
that religion.

January 12, 1948
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What Are You Getting Out of Life?
Elmer L.
"I am come that they might have life,
and that they might have it more abundantly."

Steckley
as one has said,—"faring out from the
shore lines of common sense toward the
great deeps of God and the things that
ought to be."

T T H E beginning of another year it is
a good time to check up on ourselves
to determine just what we are getting out
of life. In Matthew 20:14, we read: "Take
that thine is and go thy way!" According
to Dr. Moffat's translation, it reads: "Take
what belongs to you, and be off!" Here is
a man who was complaining about his
wages. He thought that he should have
received more for the amount of time he
put in. He was told to take what belonged
to him and go his way. It may be a true
picture of many people who have spent the
past year putting in time with very little to
show for it.

A

That is the kind of faith that Jesus had
and the kind that he taught his disciples
to exercise. It is the kind that is necessary
if we want to experience the abundant life
of which Christ spake. As we study
through the life of Christ, we are always
impressed with the new experiences from
time to time. It seems that every day was
different with new teaching, new battles,
new miracles and new ministries of love.
We never hear any of the followers of
Jesus saying: " I am getting tired of following Jesus, it is the same old thing
every day." There were new surprises
every day, and "Jesus Christ is the same
What are we getting out of life? What yesterday, today and forever." It is not
does life mean to us? Paul said,—"For God's will for this year of 1948 to be just
me to live is Christ." Christ is a good Mas- another year in the same old order added
ter to serve. He is One who understands to our lives. He would have it to be a
year full of spiritual blessings in the
all the difficulties and problems of the emabundant life, full of new ventures in a
ployer. The servant is paid according to
real life of faith, full of new victories, full
his work and his devotedness, and the
of friendly and unselfish service, and full
wages are good. Long hours and overof spiritual growth, progress and spiritual
time are given proper consideration. If
attainments. Christ would have it to be a
we have faithfully served Christ during the great year for every one, a year in which
past year, we have a great deal to take our joy might b e full and in which we
with us. If we have failed in rendering might bear much fruit.
the service that Christ expects, then it is
our privilege to check up on our lives and
Then too, in order to experience the
get a new vision of what God would have abundant life, or to live in such a manner
in store for us.
as to get something worthwhile out of

As Christians we should have a clean
heart, a clear conscience, and a healthy
soul. As a compensation for our devotedness to Christ, we should have a heart full
of joy and happiness. If we find that we
have fallen into a rut of monotonous living
in which our soul has been deprived of
"Every night there were more and more. proper spiritual food, if we have fallen
We read thy Word, and talked about it, out by the way,—in prayer, in Bible readand prayed through the nights. We shared ing and study, and in actual Christian servour joy in the Lord. We worked side by ice, it would be good for us to get a new
side with only one desire, to preach and grip on God and eternal values. If we
give God full right of way in our heart,
teach the gospel.
He will fill us with His Holy Spirit, with
"Then, Lord, our king came back. The new desires, and new ambitions. Old things
foreign (Italian) rulers were forced to will pass away and all things will beleave our country. We have peace in our come new. We will then be ready to
land. We baptize in the daytime. We are launch out into the New Year in the right
not beaten. We meet and pray, yes, but spirit.
we are beginning to grow careless in our
It is good and necessary for all of us to
zeal for Thee. Jealousies creep in and
spoil the harmony. Petty troubles take on have a strong adventurous faith in God
large meanings. We are selfish in our am- similar to that manifested by the pioneers
of faith in the past. We do well to patbitions.
tern our lives after some of the great
"Dear Lord, send us more trouble, I heroes of faith,—as Abraham who had the
pray thee, that we may forget ourselves call of God on his heart, as Moses in the
and be so dependent on Thee that we will wilderness, as Elijah on Mt. Carmel, as
have no time to become selfish and jealous Isaiah with his lips touched, as Paul with
of our fellow Christians. For Jesus' sake. the Roman Empire crumbling after him.
Real adventurous faith has always meant,
Amen.—Moody Monthly.

life, we need to let the beauty and the
friendliness of Jesus radiate from our
lives. This will result in making and
keeping many friends. If we truly follow
Christ, the true Friend, we will be blessed
with many friends. Friendship,
real
friendship,—is trustful, thoughtful, and
unselfishly happy when it can share its
riches with others. God give us all the
happiness of friendships free from any
taint of deceit of self-consciousness or
pride or distrust. Jesus said: "Ye are my
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command
you." Let us therefore, seek to honour
and keep the commandments which Jesus
has given, and let us be so separated from
the friendliness of this world that we might
enjoy the blessing of true friendship and
fellowship of Christ our Master.
Finally, to get the most out of life, we
need to find our place of service according
to God's purpose and will for our lives.
The best and quickest way to get real happiness even in our present experiences in
the Christian life is to be busy helping
somebody who is in need. Possibly, there
was never a time in this modern age when
there were more needy people in the world
than there are today. This is no time for
spiritual depression, loafing, idleness, and
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world of 1947-1948 they would crucify
Him quicker than they did at Jerusalem.
• And the most terrible thing about it is that
Earl M. Sicter
while men are against Christ and His way
OT MANY years ago we turned the pages life may have been lost or passed away of life, they are praying, "Thy kingdom
come thy will be done." The most terrible
of our calendars from 1899 to 1900. with it.
blasphemy of this age is not the blasphemy
We entered upon a new century. That
But what are we to do about it? The
seems but a few years ago. Now, here we answer is given in the good book, the Bi- of the beer joints, but of the place of
are, nearly half a century has slipped away ble, for that is the only book which an- worship, where men pray these prayers,'
and within a few days we will hang upon swers satisfactorily all the vital questions then go out during the week to deny by
the walls of our homes the calendar of the of our lives. In Ephesians 5:15-18 we their lives every principle of the divine
new year. But as we look back over these read, "See then that ye walk circumspectly, government. And while we are living in
eventful and terrible years we are forced not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the the midst of this, the message comes to us,
to ask ourselves the question, "What is time because the days are evil. Wherefore "Redeem the time, because the days are
the true measure of t i m e ? " Is it to be be ye not unwise but understanding what evil."
computed by the changing path of the sun the will of the Lord is. And be not drunk ' Now, it is these evil days which positiveor the hands of the clock? If this is the with wine wherein is excess but be filled ly creates the opportunities to make the
true measure of time then we cannot tell with the Spirit." The key expression here most of our time during 1948. But, acjust how much has gone away from us. is, "Redeeming the time, because the days cording to this scripture, there are three
No, time cannot be accurately measured are evil." Or, "Buying up the opportun- things we must do. We must walk cirthis way.
ities, because the days are evil."
cumspectly, or look carefully how we
walk.
My dear brother, you cannot do
The true measure of time are the acts
Now, if we are to rightly value the time
and services of our lives. A year of earnest given us in the 365 days of the coming God's work in this world buying up the
work in the way of duty and for the cause year, there are a few things we must do. opportunities, if you are careless about it.
of God, a year of amusement, a year mark- We must be aware of these evil days. We If I am to translate my life into service for
ed by tasting, then drinking deep of the are constantly being told that there never God in 1948 I shall only do it as I live
foul cup of some new sin, a year marked was such an age as this, an age of ad- carefully every day. We can't go through
by a great change of character—turning vancement and enlightenment. Of this a single day carelessly and let things go
from sin to God, these are the things that men have become proud. Our cities bear as they will. Every step must be watched,
mark the measure of time and constitute marks of progress. Our commerce is won- every moment held sacred for God. We
its true value. A man once went to Dam- derful. Our educational systems are mar- must take every moment as an opportunity
ascus; a light struck him blind, penetrated vellous. And the institutions of reform and that needs watching and carefully buying
his soul, turning him from a self-righteous charity are doing noble work. Neverthe- up.
Pharisee to a builder of the church of less, these are evil days. The majority of
Then, Paul said, "Be not unwise (foolJesus Christ. That man was St. Paul. That men that we contact in ordinary life arenot
ish) but understand what the will of the
minute contained in it the germ of the godly, but ungodly men. These are not all
Lord is." If we are going to do God's
church of the Gentiles. A careless student men of disrepute or profligate. No! But
business this coming year we must know
was out walking with his friend one day whether the ungodliness of this age is culthe will of God, must form the habit of
when a flash of lightening struck his friend tured and refined or otherwise, it is none
discovering the will of God. Only can one
dead and awoke that student out of his the less an ungodly age. And this age of
learn the will of God as he obeys it with
worldliness. That student was Luther, and progress is an age of rush. The sacred art
a willing heart the moment it is discovered,
the reformation began in that awful mo- of meditation is almost dead. Hours of
or revealed. By this we will acquire a
ment. Minutes like these are not to be thought and attention are given almost
keeness and shrewdness in the business of
reckoned by the hands of the clock, be- daily to material things. What shall we eat?
God which is just as essential to spiritual
cause time has quality as well as quan- What shall we drink? What shall we wear?
success as in our natural business.
tity, and we can never know but that a Thus on and on until men's spirits are
Then there is another thing. One cansingle day or year may have in it the de- dissipated. All this has crept into the
cision of an eternity. And it is possible church and mark these as evil days. Let not be successful in the coming year withthat when only a year has gone, our whole us not be deceived, the atmosphere which out capital. Paul said, "Be not drunk with
surrounds us is definitely opposite to the wine—but be filled with the Spirit." When
Spirit of Christ. If Jesus came back to the a man is filled with the Spirit of God, he
has the capital of God, to do the work of
unemployment in the service of God. Jesus
God. Opportunities will come, and he will
would say to us today, even with greater
have the capital to buy them up. There
emphasis,—"Take my yoke upon you and
will be days when he will transact busiThe
Secret
of
Bible
Study
in
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in
ness in the spiritual field that will have
Five Sentences
heart; and ye shall find rest unto your
the value of eternity for some soul. Many
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burprofessing Christians are too poor—void
1. Study it through. Never begin a day of the Spirit of God—to give one minute
den is light."
or one hour much value. Two church memIf we want this to be really a Happy without mastering a verse.
2. Pray it in. Never leave your Bible bers, carpenters by trade, worked side by
New Year, and one in which we can experience the abundant life as promised by until the passage you have studied is a side on the same bench for five years. One
day one summoned up courage and said
Christ, let God have his way in our heart part of your very being.
and life, and let Him inspire us to a real
3. Put it down. The thought God gives to the other, "Charlie, I want you to go
' faith, to an intimate fellowship with you, put in the margin of your Bible or with me to our revival meeting to-night."
The other looked at him and said, "You
Christ, and a complete consecration to His your notebook.
service. Then, without doubt, 1948 will
4. Work it out. Live the truth you get don't mean to tell me that you are a Christian." He answered, "Yes, I am." His
be a year of new victories, new experiences through all the hours of the day.
of blessing and happiness, and we will get
5. Pass it on. Seek to tell somebody friend replied, "And so am I." Think of
a compensation out of life that is well what you have learned.—/. Wilbur Chap- it! Worked side by side for five years and
not a word spoken about either's soul or
worthwhile.—Ontario Bible School.
man.

N
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the things of God. Five years wasted because they had no capital. A Spirit filled
Christian will not be working with a man
one day without an effort to make an investment in his soul, for one soul is worth
more than the whole world.
It is high time to be engaged when we
consider the danger men are in. If a man
were sleeping in a house and the fire were
seen, who would not think it high time for
that man to awake and escape for his life.
This is but a weak representation of the
awful danger of sinners, because they are
condemned already. Parents become frantic as they stand beside their burning
homes, while their children are perishing
in the flames. And we find no fault about
that. But it will be infinitely more terrible
for men to eternally burn in the unquenchable flames of hell because they reject God.
1948 gives us 366 days in which to plead
and pray for the salvation of the unsaved.
It may be that men are ungodly and the
conflict sharp, but James tells us to "pull
them out of the fire."
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right foot upon the sea and his left foot
upon the earth, and with his hand lifted to
heaven, sware by him that liveth forever
and ever, that time should be no longer."
In the light of this, the 366 days of 1948,
if Jesus delays His coming, are of incalculable value to saint and sinner, and this
shall be determined for each individual by
what we do with Jesus.
0 God, forgive us as thy children for
our indifference toward thee and dying
souls. Give us a holy zeal, such as possessed the life of our saviour, that we,
during the coming year, might pray and
yearn and seek for the souls of men.
0 God, we pray that thy Spirit might
impress every unsaved person with the
shortness of time and the danger in delay,
help men to see thy infinite love through
which every sin is freely forgiven and they
It is high time to awake out of sleep, are saved to the uttermost for time and
Ontario.
when we consider that all besides are eternity.—Nanticoke,
awake. God is awake, all the glorified
saints are awake, the children of this world
Missionary Slogan
are awake, and they are wiser in their interests than the children of God. Devils
Prevailing Prayer—Perpetual Power
are awake and losing no opportunities, and

with him about the eternal welfare of his
soul. Within a few more days, an elderly
lady, a Christian woman also was speaking with him about right living and meeting God. And in each case, that man, who
had always been very indifferent about his
soul, was deeply moved. In a few more
weeks while crossing a railroad he was hit
by a train and hurled into eternity. Those
last few weeks of his life were valuable
days, because for him time was short and
his eternal soul was the issue involved.
There is but a step between us and death,
and life may be terminated any moment
by the numberless dangers to which we are
daily exposed. Once gone it can never be
renewed. 1948 might look like a long
time, but remember friend, time is short,
time is on the wing, and it is fraught with
eternal issues.

It is high time when we consider the
shortness of time. For some, and it may be
for all, time has almost expired. Time is while the church is inactive, satan is plowshort. I preached a funeral sermon one ing deep his furrows and is leaving no
time feeling an unusual burden for the headlands. Death is awake, and stalking
occasion. Unknown to me, the Lord was through our land taking a heavy toll every
speaking to a very worldly man w"ho was day of the human family, yes, and of our
in the audience, and he spoke to me after very homes.
dismissal about the nature of the service.
In the book of Revelation, chap. 10, we
In .a few days another man was talking read about the "mighty angel who set his

Although as we see it, the foundations
of God's great Mercy and Salvation have
been laid deep in years and even centuries,
God hath decreed that "today is the day
of salvation," tomorrow may be forever
too late. Although saints, prophets and
seers waited for thousands of years to behold the promised Messiah and Redeemer,
our Christ Himself has left us word to
"watch and pray always" for we know not
the day nor the hour when salvation shall
cease and He as our Judge shall appear.
Whatever be our thoughts and aims, or
wherever we gaze and look, as we survey
our precious lives, we see that we are made
Orrie D. Yoder
out of time, appointed to time, wrapped
"Son remember that thou in thy lifetime ped from his chariot into the realms of up in time, and borne along very swiftly
eternity.
receivest thy good-things." Lu. 16.
by time in his chariot which may soon, any
"Time's old chariot never stops. It is moment or day, drop us off his streamAs we approach another New Year's faithful in carrying its immortal cargo on lined train of opportunities.
Day, we should be reminded that very to the eternal world. Wealth cannot stop
"Time! Time! TIME! 0 frightful word
swiftly, the chariot of TIME, without miss- it; vanity, pride or human greatness can- thou art! Let all the orators of earth exnot
obstruct
or
check
its
lightening
speed.
ing a single moment or "beat," is rushing
haust their powers to portray its stupendus on to eternity. We are not passengers Sunshine, storm, . . . pestilence, famine, ous meaning!" Yea let tongues and pens
war
and
blood
are
but
shadows
upon
its
of Fate on this chariot, but like the rich
be employed, telling us of the fearful reman, Dives, are choosing our eternal des- passing wheels."
sponsibilities associated with time, and
Nations arise and fall, come and go, but they fall infinitely short. Time is the hour
tiny at the cross-roads of Time.
Time under the decree of our Almighty when we put on eternal character. Do we
In our mad rush for wealth, pleasure, Sovereign of the Universe is carrying all
want the crown at the Judgment Day, or
culture and the things of this life, perhaps the nations to their final destiny of heaven
the victor's palm in eternity? They must
we need often to be reminded that the or hell. (Cp. Psa. 9:17)
be won on the battlefield of time!
great heritage of our lives is TIME and
Although our lives are built upon the
its opportunities. Surely we do not want
"No time for hate and malice,
divine foundation of days, months and
to miss or forget the golden values of
No time for idle strife;
years, time brings us so soon to where "it
time, lest like the rich man in eternity, we
We've only just a moment
is soon cut off and we fly away." Albe reminded of time and its treasures when
In which to live our life.
though "time is fleeting," our Creator has
forever too late.
wisely designed that godly and enduring
Only one little moment,
For many of us, time is swiftly remov- home life needs to be built well upon the
All our work to be done;
ing us from the days of childhood and op- firm foundation of time, yet in days, or
Sheaves of lifetime gathered
portunity to those of manhood and ma- months, or years, one by one, we are taken
Victories lost or won."
turity. Or farther still, Time is bearing from our homes until our generation goeth
—Bannock, Ohio
us on to where we are, one by one, drop- and another cometh.

The Swift Non-Stop
Flight of Time
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A Call For Voluntary Service
"Unto the Least of These"
seating ourselves on the front
QUIETLY
benches of the church, joining in congregational hymns, silently listening to the
words of the minister, bowing in prayer
—these are not the total fulfillment of the
Christian's obligations. Such privileges
only increase our responsibility: "Ye shall
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto
the uttermost part of the earth."

(7)
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"But what can we d o ? " dozens of young
people reply. "I haven't been trained for
Christian service." "Not everyone can be a
foreign missionary." "I'm busy studying
for my life work." "My parents need me
on the farm most of the year." These instantaneous responses which at first appear
to be handicaps or excuses really helped
motivate the Voluntary Service Program.
Voluntary service provides a channel of

7

service for young people who are free to
devote only a short period of time to serv* ice outside their home community. This
article deals only with the M. C. C. service
projects. Some of the Mennonite groups
individually and the Mennonite and Brethren in Christ groups together are providing channels for various types of service.
These are not substitutes for mission work,
but aspects of it, or supplementary to it.
Through the talents of young people who
volunteer, M. C. C. Voluntary Service attemps to meet vital unmet human needs
and to bring relief to areas of need, tension, and confusion. Serving our fellow
•men in the name of Christ is the major
purpose of voluntary service, with the ultimate aim of all such service as the spiritual enrichment of those who are served.
It is also an experience of internship in
Christian service. This internship is a
gateway to a life of greater usefulness in
the home community, a chosen vocation, or
in service for the church. Having compassion on humanity—witnessing urgent
want and ignorance—awakens within a
compelling consciousness of man's dire
spiritual need. This contact with the
world's suffering and darkness will cause
many to be constrained by the love of
Christ to commit their whole life to the
ministry or to the mission field.
Voluntary service is also planned for
those who will find their place of service
in the home, in the factory, or in the
schoolroom. Those of us engaged in these
usual tasks are tempted to think that only
(Continued on page ten)

Into Homes of the Underprivileged

Over A New Road
Isaiah F. Harl&y
"When in doubt turn to the right." Proverbial wisdom of such a nature probably
directs equal numbers of people into the
wrong as well as the right path. Decisions
must be made at the crossroad on all untravelled highways. The traveller has
never passed that way before. Is the road
solid or rough, hilly or level, straight or
crooked, well marked or unmarked? Few
maps will answer all the questions. Experience must supply most of them. Frequently with apprehension, therefore, the decision is made.
The New Year presents a similiar problem. It is impossible to forsee the future
events be they ill or good. Since "ye have
not passed this way heretofore" (1) do
not go on until you are assured of the divine presence and protection. The children
of Israel were not to move from their en'campment at Jordan until they could see
the "ark of the covenant of the Lord your
God, and the Levitical priests bearing it."
(2) With such assurance of the divine
presence they moved without fear of
enemy or path. As the tribes traversed
these new paths there were new sights to

behold, new land to be taken and new services to perform. For us the days ahead
will likewise hold new opportunities for
service, new places for witnessing and new
obstacles to overcome. The degree of achievement in these new areas will be in
proportion to our concentration upon the
divine presence.
The Israelites were instructed to maintain a space between themselves and the
ark of the covenant "about two thousand
cubits by measure." (3) This intervening
space would make it possible for all to see
the guide set before them and at the same
time express their reverenc for this token
of God's presence. Since the pathway is
new for us in 1948 we might well maintain
a spirit of detachment from the materialistic influences of this age in order to
better see the Divine will and way. Keep
God in sight for "ye have not passed this
way heretofore."
(1) Joshua 3:4
(2) Joshua 3:3
(3) Joshua 3:4
—Souderton, Pa,

Unto the Helpless
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Post, Lynn and Elinor Nicholson; Rosa
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Carroll and Pulaski County, AUisonia, "Virginia
Paul Wolgemuth, Supt., Ruth Wolgemuth;
Edith Davidson.
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C.K.P.C., Brantford, Ontario
1380 Kcs.
"Brethren in Christ Hour"
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W.M.P.C., Lapeer, Mich.
1260 Kcs.
First Thursday of every month
11:30 A. M.-12:30 P.
Every Tuesday—transcription
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K.O.C.S., Ontario, Calif. 1510 Kcs.
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W.C.H.A., Chambersburg, Pa.
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EVANGELISTIC SLATE
January 25
Evangelist, Eld. J. H. Martin
Hollowell
January 16-30
Evangelist, Bishop E. J. Swalm
Souderton, Pa
January 10-25
Evangelist, Bishop Edward Gilmore
Sandusky, Michigan
January 11-25
Evangelist, Eld. Isaac S. Kanode
Manheim, Pa
_
January 11-25
Evangelist, Eld. Ohmer U. Herr
Highland, Ohio
_
Feb. 1-15
Eld. Henry A. Ginder, Evangelist
Detroit Mission, Detroit, Mich
Jan 14
Eld. Marshall Winger, Evangelist
Stratford, Ontario, Mennonite Church.... Feb 1
Eld. Marshall Winger, Evangelist
Shenks, Pa
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Clear Creek, Pa
Feb. 15
Eld. Marshall Winger, Evangelist
Cheapside, Ontario
Feb. 29-Mar. 15
Eld. Henry A. Ginder, Evangelist
Cross Roads, Mt. Joy, Pa
Jan. 18-Feb. 1
Eld. Paul W. McBeth, Evangelist
Locke, Nappanee, Indiana
Jan. 25-Feb. 8
Evangelist, Eld. Allen Brubaker
Madison Chapel, Wakarusa, Indiana
Feb. 1-Feb. 15
Evangelist, Eld. John Rosenberry

A W O R D CONCERNING- SR. SARAH BERT

He was laid to rest in the cemetery adjoining the Christian Union Church near Garrett,
Indiana. Ministers officiating were Bishop Carl
Stump, Eld. Carl Carlson, Eld. Erwin Thomas
and Eld. C. R. Nissly.

ANNOUNCEMENT
A farewell m e e t i n g f o r B r o t h e r a n d Sist e r Dick will be held a t t h e Messiah Home
Chapel, in H a r r i s b u r g , Pa., on t h e afternoon
of J a n u a r y 25, a t 2 o'clock, D.V.
T h e y will be sailing from N e w Y o r k City
on J a n u a r y 28, on t h e S.S. P l y i n g A r r o w ,
P i e r 14, E a s t Riven, direct for Bombay,
India.

Sister Sarah Bert, veteran worker, long time
superintendent and recently
superintendent
emeritus of the Chicago Mission suffered a
stroke on Dec. 4. She recognizes the mission
folk, but is still very weak.
For some time she had been contemplating
going to live with Bro. and Sr. Christ Frey
near Zion Church, Kansas. But her sudden
illness has confined her to her room.
Since she cannot reply to the many letters
and greetings, she wishes to thank every one
and asks continued prayer of the Church in
her behalf.

Obituaries

R E T U R N I N G TO A F R I C A
W e a r e now a t L a Guardia A i r p o r t waiting for our plane. On our d e p a r t u r e w e
wish to t a k e this o p p o r t u n i t y t o t h a n k t h e
brotherhood for its p a r t in m a k i n g o u r furlough p l e a s a n t .
T h e t i m e h a s gone b y v e r y quickly. W e
shall no doubt relive i t in o u r m e m o r i e s
over and over as w e r e s u m e our work on t h e
African field.
W e t h a n k God for providing for our needs
as a family, and we a r e r e t u r n i n g to t h e
field, w e feel, in accordance w i t h H i s will.
The w o r k is g r e a t , b u t t h e r e a r e not enough
t o do it. W e a r e still p r a y i n g t h a t m o r e
will be called to this g r e a t work. May God
bless our Church.
E l m e r E y e r a n d family.

Births
MOWERY — To Brother and Sister John
Mowery of Shippensburg, Pa., and of the
Green Spring congregation, a son, Norman
Glen was born November 7, 1947.
NIGrH—A daughter, Pauline Elizabeth, was
born to Bro. and Sr. Ross Nigh, Stevensville,
Ontario June 24.
PYE—A son, Elwood Arthur was born into
the home of Bro. and Sr. Arthur Pye of Fort
Erie, Ont. on November 23, 1947.
SCHKOCK—A son, Willard Ray Jr. was
born to Willard and Ruth Schrock of Williamsville, N. Y. on October 19, 1947.
BRATJEN—Born on Monday Dec. 8 to Fred
and Myra Brauen of Clarence, New York a
son, named Larry Ray.
MATJRER—A daughter, Linda Jean came to
bless the home of Cecil and Leah Maurer of
Altoona, Penna. on November 12, 1947.
I
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Weddings
SHERK-PACHE—Lewis Ray Sherk, son of
Bro. and Sr. Berty Ray Sherk of Stevensville,
Ontario, and Miss Helen Irene Page, daughter
of Mrs. and the late Mr. W. O. Page of Ridgeway, Ontario, were united in marriage in the
Memorial United Church of Ridgeway by the
Rev. Mr. Gales, pastor of the church.
BAKER-STIEWEEI. — On Wednesday, December 24, Ora Baker, Canton, Ohio, and Miss
I^rma Stilwell, Massillon, Ohio, were united in
marriage at the Christian Fellowship Mission.
Eld. E. H. Hostetler officiated.
EEHMAN-RTJPFERT—On November 22 a t
8:00 o'clock P. M., in the home of the bride,
Miriam Ruppert, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Ruppert, York, Pa., became the bride of
I r a Lehman, Locust Grove, Pa. They were
united in marriage by Eld. John R. Lehman,
brother of the groom and pastor of the Locust
Grove Brethren in Christ Church.

The Late Eld. F r a n k Brechbill
BRECHBILL—Frank Davidson
Brechbill
was born on Dec. 18, 1887 near Garrett, Indiana and departed this life a t Stevensville,
Ont., Nov. 29, 1947, aged 59 years, 11 months
and 11 days. He was the eldest son of John
and Henrietta Brechbill. In this family were
three sons and six daughters.
On Sept. 28, 1912 he and Jennie Maye Hoover
were united in marriage. To this union one
son. Franklin Dwight, was born.
At the age of seventeen he accepted Christ
as his Savior and very soon afterward, he
felt the call of God on his heart to help make
Christ known to the world. From this time
he prepared himself to preach the Gospel. He
attended Bethany Biblical Seminary of Chicago, Illinois, and availed himself of every opportunity to prepare himself more fully for
the ministry. The Bible was his main textbook; he could quote whole chapters perfectly
and loved to study its pages and to sing God's
praises.
His first and only pastorate was his home
church near Garrett, Indiana, where he loved
to minister to the people and in which community he always lived. He was called to
many churches of the Brethren in Christ to
conduct evangelistic services. Under his ministry many accepted Christ. Twenty years
ago he became ill and never recovered sufficiently to continue preaching. He never lost
interest in souls, or faith in God.
He was cheerful through all his sickness,
and a patient sufferer—a kind husband and
father.
Six months ago Eld. and Sister Brechbill—
feeling a change would benefit them—went to
the home of her sister, Mrs. Emerson Climenhaga, Stevensville, Ontario, from which home
he went to be with his Lord. The Climenhagas'
kindness was deeply appreciated.
He leaves to mourn his departure, his devoted wife, Jennie Maye; one son, Franklin
Dwight; a daughter-in-law, Joy Chapman
Brechbill and little grand daughter, Lois
Elaine whom he did not have the joy of seeing; also his aged mother, Mrs. Henrietta
Brechbill, two brothers, Albert and John, Jr.;
five sisters, Mabel, Ruth, Pearl, Pauline and
Lucile. His father, John Brechbill and Sr.
Elmo preceeded him in death.

DAMUDE—Emrie Guilford Damude beloved
husband of Elizabeth Damude nee Elizabeth
Winger passed away in his 75th year. He
leaves to mourn a sorrowing wife and companion, two brothers, Dexter of Niagara Falls,
N. Y., and Edward of Beamsville, Ontario.
Funeral services were held a t the Climenhaga
Funeral parlor by Elder Edward Nigh. Interment a t the Niagara Falls Cemetery.
HOSTETTER—David N. Hostetter, eightyone, died at the family homestead in West
Hempfield Township, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania at 2:30 P. M., Friday, Dec. 5. He was
a son of the late Bishop Christian S. and Barbara Newcomer Hostetter. He was born in
the same house in which he passed away. He
wa^ a member of the Brethren in Christ
Church of the Manor-Pequea District.
He is survived by the following brothers
and sisters: Mrs. Lizzie Engle and Abram N.
Hostetter of Mount Joy and Bishop C. N. Hostetter, Sr., of Washington Boro. Also a number of nephews and nieces survive.
Funeral services were held at Cross Roads
Church, Monday, Dec. 8, with Eld. J. H. Martin, Bishop I. W. Musser and Eld. Leroy Walters officiating. Text: "And he was not for
God took him." Burial at Cross Roads Cemetery.
MURPHY—Mary E l i z a b e t h ' Murphy was
born in Ottawa, Canada, in December, 1869
and died October 25, 1947, a t the age of seventy-seven years and two months.
Sr. Murphy received her public and high
school training in Ottawa but in 1900 she took
training as a nurse in the hospital a t Swan
River where she graduated with honours. In
1928 Sr. Murphy came east to Ontario and remained there until she returned to Swan River
in 1941 to care for her invalid sister. She
was serving her Christ in this way when God
called her to her eternal home.
During her stay in Welland, Ontario, she
came into contact with the Brethren in Christ
Mission and became a very faithful and devoted member of the Church. She will long
be remembered for the unselfish services a t
Welland and Houghton Mission and in many
other homes in this area. She not only gave
herself but she also gave all her money to
Mission activities. She sacrificed many ordinary comforts of life t h a t she might give
more t o ' t h e needy.
Sr. Murphy leaves to mourn her departure,
her sisters, Mrs. A. L. Sinclair, Swan River,
Manitoba, Mrs. Ray Dennis, Winnipeg, Manitoba, and Mrs. Ford Dewar, Washington, D.
C, besides nephews and nieces among whom
is Dr. Sinclair of Welland with whom Sr.
Murphy lived for three years.
Funeral services were conducted by the pastor of Pentecostal Church near Swan River.
We have every reason to believe t h a t she died
as she lived, a sincere Christian woman. It
truly can be said of her "that she has done
what she could."
NIGH—Peter Edward Nigh, born Dec. 21,
1869, died October 25, 1947, age 77 years, 10
months and 4 days. He was united in marriage to Melissa Sherk, Feb. 14, 1906. He
leaves to mourn a sorrowing widow and three
daughters, Mrs. Ruth Sims and Mrs. Clara
Sexsmith of Ridgeway, Mrs. Grace Baer of
Sherkston: eighteen grandchildren, and one
brother Abel of Ridgeway, one daughter Kathryn predeceased 5 years ago. Funeral services
were conducted by Eld. Warren Winger assisted by Eld. Wm. Charlton. Text II Peter 1:10.
Interment in the Sherk burying ground.
SWISHER—Willis Ray Swisher, one-year
10-month old son of Mr. and Mrs. Scott Swisher, Lantz, Md., R 1, died a t his home Dec. 7
following an illness of two weeks.
Surviving in addition to his parents are
three sisters, Betty, Catharine and Janet, all
a t home; paternal grandmother, Mrs. Carrie
Swisher, Iron Springs, and maternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Maurice A. Emory,
Greenstone.
Funeral services Tuesday afternoon Dec. 9
a t 2:30 o'clock from the Allison funeral home
Fairfield, conducted by the Rev. John Garman.
Interment in the Fairfield Union cemetery.
WRIGHT—Sr. Fannie E. Wright was born
March 12, 1874 in Broad Top Township, Bedford County. She was the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Noel. She departed this life
November 27, a t the home of her son, Chester
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Wright, of Six Mile Run at the age of 73
years, 8 months and 15 days. Sr. Wright is
survived by two daughters and four sons,
thirty-five grandchildren and tweny-two greatgrandchildren and a large number of relatives
and friends. Her husband preceded her in
death twenty-four years ago.
Sr. Wright was converted in the beginning
of the work at Sherman's Valley. While the
family lived there she was faithful in attending the services, often coming alone a t night
with her lantern, having walked more than
a mile over a very lonely path. After they
moved to Six Mile Run others brought her to
the Riddlesburg bridge and the car going to
the Valley would stop for her. We will never
pass t h a t place without thinking of her. She
was loved and respected by all who knew her.
The funeral services were held at the Sherman's Valley church, Sunday Nov. 30 a t 2:30
p. m. Eld. R. K. Ebersole officiated.

Call for Service
(Continued from page seven)
full-time church work demands total consecration. Consecrated Christian living
embraces more than that. Even Christ
spent most of his life in a carpenter shop.
Sometimes it is more difficult to represent
Christ while doing menial or monotonous
tasks than it is when we are telling others
of Him by word of mouth. But it is no
less important. To always exemplify patience and cheerfulness, to be truly honest,
to be humble, to think first of your fellow
laborer, to love him as yourself; these are
the standards Christ has set for our daily
lives! Do we live them? Do we-even try
or want to live them? Voluntary service
is a challenge to make Christ known while
serving on a regular job, perhaps doing a
servile or unpleasant task; to live a life of
Christ-like love morning, noon, night, and
inbetween.
Last summer six units were sponsored
by the M. C. C. with 92 members participating in them. These young people came
from five of the church groups represented
in the M. C. C. In addition there were
six unit members from other denominations. Five countries, seventeen states, and
three provinces were represented. The
average age was considerably higher than
last year with ages ranging from 18-44.
Two units were located in mental hospitals, one in a village for epileptics, another at the M. C. C. Headquarters, one
in the South, and one in Mexico.
The first visit to the wards of the Colorado State Hospital was a new experience
for most of the twenty enthusiastic volunteers who arrived at Pueblo in June. They
found attitudes of fear, doubt and suspicion toward the patients giving way to feelings of love, kindness and understanding
as they began to work with them day after
day. As recreational therapists, the unit
members centered their efforts on making
patients happier and their lives more
meaningful and pleasant. With the patients they played croquet, ballgames,
catch, went for walks, played dominoes,
admired the handwork of patients and lent
a helping hand or suggestion wherever
possible. These manifestations of love "to
the least of these" brought expressions of
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With the Church
with us. But majority of the people would
like us to live there among them.
Recently Bro. Isaac Paul and I went there.
We met Bro. Benjamin Harandi, who is
Editor's Note:
According to information from Bish. A. working (Lord's work) among the Santals.
D. M. Dick—the writer of this article is one The Santals like him because he is also a
of the first two men to graduate from the Santal. His daughter Sr. Balamdina Harseminary in India. He is now working andi is teaching the Santal children. She is
also very fond of singing and helps her faamong the Santals.
ther sing when the Santals come to visit
them.
WORK AMONG THE SANTALS
I heard there that one man is ready to
Dear Readers of the Visitor,
accept Christ. But this time God gave us
Greetings in Jesus—
more fruits.
I have just recently finished my three
Now there are three for baptism. One
years Bible Training Course and have re- is. the son of the Santals village headman,
ceived an appointment at Madhipura. Four who is not willing that any Santals may
preachers are living here. While I was in become Christian there. But his son was
Bible School I went with Bro. Isaac Paul first to accept Christ. Yes, where the field
to visit among the Santals. Now we have is hard God gives good fruit.
a station open among them there. When I
We heard that one Hindu Brahmin is proreturned from Allahabad my heart sprang testing against the Christians preaching.
up with joy to see the new Mission field of Bro. Isaac Paul also told me that this very
the Santals. At that time Bro. Isaac Paul man also rebuked him. Since that time we
was building a house for a preacher. Bro. went to see him and he was very friendly
Ishmael (who is now in Bible training) and and talked very freely about Christianity.
I went there at which time Bro. Isaac Paul Now he has more open heart toward Christold us very interesting news about the San- tianity. After that he visited us many times
tals. We spent two weeks among them.
at our place. He helped us to procure RaMany times I went there. I met with tion Cards for sugar, clothes and kerosene
many people. Some are happy with Chris- oil for resident preacher. Now he is saying
tian people but certain people are unhappy that I like the fellowship of the Christian
people. He urged us for to open a school.
After that we went to visit among Mospeople. They asked many questions
gratitude and appreciation from the pa- lem
about the sonship of Christ and about His
tients as unit members prepared to leave. atonement. When we explained it to them,
Pueblo's scenic surroundings were enjoyed they became very glad.
In this tour among the Santals I got a
on days off. Pike's Peak, the Garden of
the Gods, Cave of the Winds, and other of new revelation that God can give more
when we abide in his light and love.
natures crowning beauties were close at fruits
There is only one preacher among the Sanhand. Coming home from one of these tals. There should be another. Will you
excursions the unit enjoyed a most inspir- not remember in your own prayer the works
ing worship period as they spontaneously of the Santals. For prayer will give us
began to sing praises to the God of this strength.
D. Jonathan Roy
glorious creation.
Madhipura
"Why did I have to be born b l a c k ? " a
colored child in Gulfport asked his Sum- AFRICAN GIRL WRITES EXAMINATION
mer Bible School teacher. Many equally Dear Editor,
challenging situations faced our Gulfport
I am sending you a paper written by one
unit as they were brought face to face with of our Standard Six girls for her Governthe actual intensity of race prejudice in the ment examination. The words are just as
she wrote them. Perhaps you will want to
South. They witnessed hate, poverty and make a few changes.
need, ignorance, disease, filth. With prayWhen I read it I thought that the people
erfulness and humility they approached at home would love to read it too for it is
the thrilling and sobering responsibility of so characteristic of the girl's life here at
teaching those who knew not of Him about Mtshabezi. Her face beams with the presence of the Lord. Just the other evening
Christ in both colored and white Bible she told me that God was calling her to
schools. On crudely equipped p 1 a y- bring the gospel to her own people.
The parents she mentions in the story
grounds they enthusiastically played games
with colored boys and girls. Homes were are people who took her for some time after
parents died. She does not remember
visited, and house cleaned, sanitary privies her
her real parents. For some time she lived
were built, sewing classes taught, and a with a very immoral aunt. Now she has no
Sunday School conducted. Proof of the home. She has been living at Mtshabezi
community's welcome and gratitude was for a number of years working for school
evidenced when, following one Bible fees during the holidays and going to school
on school days. Next year she plans to go
School program, the colored mothers serv- to Matopo. Remember her in your prayers.
ed cake and ice cream to surprised white
Lula G. Asper
teachers while a whole audience looked
ENGLISH—PAPER I
Mkalelwa Ncube
hungrily and happily on.
"THE
MOST
INTERESTING
DAY IN MY
In Cleveland, Ohio, sixteen girls and
LIFE"
four fellows worked as regular attendants
One day I went for Sunday services as
on various wards of the state mental hos- usual.
During that time I had not yet con(Concluded on last page)
fessed my sins. There the preacher preach-
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ed about how Jesus came on earth to die
for us. That preacher was one of the best
preachers as far as I knew him.
When he had finished preaching he gave
up the time to those who wanted to seek the
Lord. Oh! how touched I was, when I heard
him saying that. There were two people
voices talking in my heart. One was the
voice of Satan and the other one was the
Living God.
As they kept on singing a hymn, I listeneded to the voice of God. Just, at last when
they were singing the last verse from number one-fifty-eight, I stood up with fear and
tears rolling over the cheeks. When the
meeting was over I went to a room where
people confess their sins. There I found
a woman who helped me to confess my sins
to God. Oh! how happy I was after I had
confessed all that was in my heart. When
I went out I could feel that the Lord's presence was in me. When I went home I told
my mother what had happened with me.
My mother was very, very happy indeed.
She told my father that I was a new person,
because they could see my face shining with
happiness. They were very happy indeed
because they were also Christians. My
friends would easily see that I was a different person. So, they also wanted to confess
thein sins. We were happy girls living together. We had a very nice time with my
friends and our parents. We had lovely
days.

piece of an old plough beam) calling the
children of the vicinity. The ringing of the
bell has caused them to come on the run
from all directions and after the inspection
line which forms near the door of the school,
we enter fori devotions and marking the
registers and are ready to start the school
day.
There are no desks in the school. There
are only a few home-made benches, made
by sawing a log in half and driving peg
legs at each end. The building is so crowded that it is impossible to give the examination inside so we take the most of the children outside and seat them on the ground.
The higher Standards are handed papers on
which their questions have been written.
And now comes the time of vigilance to see
that children who have learned in a crowded
building all year and have often yielded to
the temptation to look on the slate of the
one next to them, write their own answers.
Our hearts are often grieved when we
see the children use all sorts of ways to
cheat and deceive. One child was found to
have a regular 'text-book' written on her
arm which she kept covered with a shawl.
Another slyly changed slates, bringing the
same slate twice to have the good grade recorded while the slate which was not seen
bore the grade 'O'. Still another: when the
children were being called one by one to
read was found to have come twice thinking
we would not recognize his face and he
could substitute for a friend who could not
read well. This would be rather easy to do
when you understand that we have nearly
3000 children in 29 schools and rarely see
them more than the day when we visit their
school which is usually four times a year.
On occasions such as these we take advantage of the opportunity to use the experience as an object lesson and take time
out to preach a sermonette. There is a day
of examination coming when such methods
will all fail. Clever ones may get by here
on earth, but when the 'great Examiner'
calls, all such methods will fail.
You would often laugh with us as you
read some of the answers—"multiply three
yards, four feet and six inches by three."
Answer: One mile, two rulers and three
inches. Or perhaps "Who wrote the Gospel
of J o h n ? " Answer: Mfundisi (
) the
name of one of the missionaries on the field.
Another which often brought a smile and
which was a rather frequent answer "Who
is the strongest man in the Bible?" Answer:
Mzilakazi. (This was an old King of their
own people.)
If we would look at this side alone, it
might leave a dark picture but there is
another side. As we look over examination
papers, it is often possible to pick out the
children of Christian parents (though you
do not know them) just by their answers.
The difference is often very marked and the
bit of Christian training they receive in
their homes shows up clearly at a time like
this. This alone makes the 'toils of the road
seem lighter.'
My heart thrilled as one lad was asked,
"How do you know your sins are forgiven?"
when he whole-heartedly responded, "Because there is happiness in my heart which
makes me stop doing the things I once did.
I once put stones and thorns in the path to
cut the tires of the motor car of the missionaries when they would come to visit our
schools and now I take sticks and thorns out
of the way when I see them."
Many are the experiences we meet as we
go from place to place over the veldt. Some
melt us to tears, some thrill our souls. We

AMONG THE OUTSCHOOLS
Come, go with us for a visit among the
Outstations, the last visit of the school year.
This is examination time and our car is
filled a little heavier than usual with papers
for examinations and Record Books for
grades."
Letters have been sent to the head teacher to prepare for our arrival. Wood must
be gathered for camp fire and water must
be carried. It is the time of the year for
rains and we have planned to leave home
early in the afternoon so as to arrive in
good time to make camp and perhaps examine the higher Standards in English and
hear them read. But alas; we have come
within three or four miles of the school and
hean the roar of rushing water. As we approach a little insignificant river, we see
that it is a raging torrent waist deep. We
notice the storm clouds lifting so decide to
wait and see if the stream will not soon
subside.
Darkness settles over the veldt, and since
the waters have passed on, leaving only a
small stream, we decide to ford the river
and attempt to reach our destination for
the night. The swift waters have churned
up the sand and the stream is difficult to
cross. The combination of prayer and pushing has brought us to the far side and with
hearts of thanksgiving we push on to the
school.
Upon arrival at the Outpost we discover
that for some reason, perhaps the heavy
rains, the teacher has gathered no wood nor
brought water for our domestic supply. The
grass roof of the little hut where we usually
Stay has been eaten off by hungry, halfstarved cattle and hardly a dry spot is to
be found in the hut.
' How thankful we are for the 'pick-up'
with the canopy of canvas over the back.
We make oun beds in the bottom of the
car and sleep on mattresses filled with corn
husks. Morning dawns bright and clear
making it possible to dry out blankets and
camp gear. Soon the children start coming to school and we hear the bell (a short
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experienced on our last few trips a thing
which was rather new to us. While in service we looked out the window where our car
was parked in the shade just in time to see
an old heathen woman walking off with an
armful of our provisions. When she was
stopped and asked why she was doing it, she
told a rather incoherent story how she was
taking her fee for chasing a snake out of
our village the night before and we had not
thanked her for doing so. She claimed that
in her sleep she had seen the snake and
through witchcraft had chased the snake.
Oh, that the blinding and binding power
of Satan might be chased from the lives of
these people. "Let us not be weary in well
doing—for we shall reap if we faint not."
D. B. Hall

In The Homeland
Pleasant Hill, Ohio
Eld. Henry A. Ginder of near Manheim,
Pa., came to labor with us in our revival
effort. The meetings began Sunday morning, Nov. 30 and continued until Sunday
evening Dec. 14. Bro. Ginder preached the
Word in its simplicity and purity and
brought forth truths both new and old which
were much appreciated.
We are thankful for those who felt their
need and called upon Him Who is able to
supply every need of their souls. Among
those who received definite help were a number of children. One man professed to be
saved in his home and was delivered from
cigarette smoking. He was bound by this
habit but God is able to deliver those who
are captives of the devil.
Before the messages, Bro. Ginder gave
short illustrated talks to the children several evenings, which were much appreciated
by the children, as well as the older folks.
On Christmas eve quite a number of our
group enjoyed going Christmas caroling. We
sang for some of our elderly members and
friends, also at the County Jail in Troy. The
prisioners at the jail seemed to enjoy our
singing for them. We pray some seed may
have been sown which will lead to their
getting saved.
Elizabeth Thuma.
Des Moines, Iowa
An all-day Bible Conference was held on
Jan. 1, for the Iowa-South Dakota District
at Emmanuel Chapel, Des Moines, Iowa.
Bishop P. B. Friesen of Oklahoma was the
guest speaker. This was followed by a district communion service at the same place
on Jan. 3.
Mastersonville, Pa.
Our Bible Conference which was held Nov.
8 and 9 proved a real blessing. The speakers were Eld. David Wenger, Shippensburg,
and Bishop A. D. M. Dick of India. They
both gave us very challenging messages.
We were very sorry our evangelist, Eld.
George Sheffer of Canada could not be with
us for our revival because of illness. Our
revival started Nov. 9. God always provides
—we then had our home ministers as evangelists except for two other ministers, Eld.
Allen Brubaker and Eld. Stephen Heisey.
All have given us heart-searching messages.
There was but one who knelt at the altar
of prayer and many who had conviction, but
rejected Jesus as their Savior. May God
keep speaking to these Souls.
Mary Wenger
(Continued on page fifteen)
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it takes the child in the formative years
of its life. This is when destinies are set• tied. James, the psychologist, said, "A
person rarely ever changes his habits after
he has reached his majority years." A
questionnaire was sent to 1,500 preachers
asking them the age of their conversion.
The average was 12 years.
Max Jukes lived in the state of New
York. He did not believe in Christian
training. He married a girl of like character. From this union they have studied
1,026 descendants. Three hundred of them
died prematurely. One hundred were sent
to the penitentiary for an average of 13
years each. One hundred and ninety were
public prostitutes. There were 100 drunkards, and the family cost the state $1,200,000. They made no contribution to society.

-Courtesy American Bible Society

Our

Sunday School Task for 1948
To Give Them The Word of Life

The Importance of the
Sunday School
The Church of Jesus Christ is the foundation of our Christian civilization. If
there is to be church tomorrow, there must
be a Sunday school today. Eighty-two percent of the church world came out to Sunday school classes. A pastor once said:
"Do away with the Sunday schools for 15
years and the church will be cut half in its
membership."
The Sunday school is important because
the Bible is the textbook of this institution.
The late Woodrow Wilson said: "There
can be no liberal education without a
knowledge of the Bible." Daniel Webster

Jonathan Edwards lived in the same
state. He believed in Christian training.
He married a girl of like character. From
this union they have studied 729 descendants. Out of this family have come 300
preachers, 65 college professors, 13 university presidents, 60 authors of good
books, three United States congressmen
and one vice-president of the United
States; and outside of Aaron Burr, a
grandson of Edwards, who married a questionable character, the family has not cost
the state a single dollar. The difference in
the two families: "Christian training in
youth and heart conversions." The Sunday
school offers this to the youth of our nation.
From the Sunday schools of our nation
will come thousands of young men and women who would-have been lost. They did
not know which way to go. But from the
little room in the old church building, and
out from the little red chair, tens of thousands will make their way Home, safe at
last in the arms of Jesus. Through the
Sunday school to Home and Heaven.
The Sunday school makes Christians.
This is the objective. It produces Christian citizenship, and from its 37,500,000
pupils come the Christian fathers and
mothers who have given us our Christian
heritage.—GOQCL News Publishers.

A Last Call

At Princeton, New Jersey, Aaron Burr
said in the halls of Congress: "The Bible came to the president of the university and
is our only safe guide. So long as we take said, "Mr. President, I have made up my
it as our instructor for conduct and char- mind to consider the claims of Christ.
acter, we will go on prospering in the fu- Now, Mr. President, what would you d o ? "
ture as in the past. But the moment we re- And the old president of the university
legate it from our lives, a catastrophe will gave him this advice: He said, "Burr, if
come to us such as we have not known be- I were you, I would wait until the excitefore."
ment of the revival is subsided, and then
Aaron
Twenty-seven millions of our American I would think it out carefully."
youth did not receive Christian instruction Burr bowed his head a moment, and then
last year. The breakers are ahead, accord- he said, "Mr. President, that is exactly
ing to Mr. Webster. The Sunday school what I will do." Never again did he desire to be a Christian, and he died Christis absolutely imperative.
The Sunday school is important because less.—Selected.
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Memorization Promotion
Edna M. Schock
The Manor Brethren in Christ Sunday
School (Pennsylvania) promoted a Scripture memorization project this summer for
a period of six weeks. It was conducted
at this time in order to utilize the children's time while they were free from public school responsibilities.
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Too Little and Too Late
Clarence H. Benson, Litt. D.
TOO LITTLE AND TOO LATE.'

These tragic words are applicable to the
Sunday school today. They explain to a
large degree the lamentable retrograde
movement of recent years. In the first
two decades of the century there was a decline of a million and a half in the Sunday schools of England and Wales and a
falling away in American schools of a
The results of the effort were gratifying.
third of that number in half of that time.
A splendid interest was shown and there
But in the last two decades not only has
was almost 100 per cent participation.
the decline persisted in Great Britian, but
Over fifty per cent of the children and
it has attained such momentum in America
young people completed their assignments,
that more than 4,000,000 pupils were lost
and a good number did additional work.
from enrollment in less than eleven years.
A total of more than 700 verses were
Not only the destiny of the Englishlearned by the younger people, approxispeaking people but of millions of chilmately 1,000 verses by the entire school.
dren in other lands will be determined
The school was divided into four groups tomorrow by our attitude toward the Sunwith assignments suitable to the age in day school today.
comprehension as well as amount. The Too Little
Attention
groups and their assignments were:
I notice in the first place that we have
Beginner—Psalms 23 and Matt. 6:9-13. given too little attention to the Sunday
school.
Primary—Psalms 1 and Matt. 5:1-12.
Did you know that 80 per cent of all the
Intermediate—Exod. 20:1-17 and I Cor. Protestant churches in the United States
13.
today were first Sunday schools?
Did you know that 97 per cent of all the
Senior—Isa. 53 or 55 and Rom. 12.
The adults were given a suggested assign- Protestant preachers were first members of
ment of~ John 15, although they did not the Sunday school and through its influence were led to attend church, become
actively participate in the contest.
Christians and eventually ministers of the
A chart of progress, indicating the a- gospel ?
chievement from week to week of each of
Did you know that 50 per cent of all the
the four groups, served as an incentive to unsaved people who attend our churches
the children. The value of each verse are members of the Sunday school and
varied with the age groups so that the Be- that Sunday school is providing the church
ginners group upon completion of their as- with one-half of its prospects for future
signment of eleven verses would have membership ?
reached the same goal as the Seniors whose
Did you know that 98 per cent of the
assignment was thirty-three verses.
boys and girls that attend Sunday school
regularly never get into any serious trouble
Rewards of books were given those who
or crime?
took part, the value of the same depending
Despite these challenging facts how few
on whether the assignment was completed
churches
today regard the Sunday school
or only partly completed. There was some
question in the minds of the committee as as their major enterprise. They are more
to the advisability of awards, feeling that concerned about the size of their morning
the children should cultivate an apprecia- congregations than the attendance of their
tion for the Word for its own benefits with- Sunday schools.
Not only is too little attention given to
out any additional incentive.
the Sunday school by the church but by
In order to carry on this program suc- the home as well. The great difference
cessfully it required the sincere coopera- which the Sunday school finds existing betion of the teachers and the parents. The tween itself and the home is indifference.
teachers were responsible for hearing the The home does not take the Sunday school
children's recitation and for keeping a re- seriously, at least not as seriously as it
cord of their work. The encouragement of takes the public school. Perhaps this lack
of respect may be due to the weak organparents at home contributed greatly.
ization and impoverished program of the
"This project seems to have awakened a Sunday school. Certain it is that as we
new appreciation for the Word of God improve the Sunday schools we will come
among us, and especially of the value of closer to the homes.
planting it into the impressionable minds
of our youth. We feel that the results Too Little Support
merit a repetition of the same effort next
In the second place we have given too
summer.—Washington Boro, Pa.
little support to the Sunday school.

The Sunday school is the gold mine of
the church. It yields, as we have seen, as
high as 90 percent of the new members,
new workers and new home contacts. Moreover, its dividends have a long record of
steady payment. Good church strategy
would suggest that the pastor and the people properly provide for the operation
of this marvelous gold mine.
Real Sunday schools cannot be run without real money. The church which leaves
the* Sunday school to be carried on by the
pennies of the children will probably
never have a real school. Thousands of
churches expect their Sunday schools to
pay their own way and contribute something to church support besides.
While the nation's annual luxury bill is
$200.00 per capita, its crime bill $111.00,
its drink bill $46.00, the individual contribution to religious purposes is only fifty
cents. Of this, a mere pittance goes into the
Sunday school. Are we so absolutely indifferent to the moral and religious education of our own children that we cannot
support the institution that is willing to assume that responsibility?
Too Little

Preparation

There has been too little preparation for
the work of the Sunday school.
The average child spends 25 hours a
week in public school, 63 in sleeping, 7 in
eating and 72 in reading, working and
playing.' Is the Sunday school prepared
to give the child every chance in this one
golden hour out of every 168?
Too Late
We have not only given too little to the
children but we have started too late.
Sally Rust Moss has well said, "From
the hour of the physical birth there is not
a moment to be lost."
"When we get to the place where we
pay more attention to the high chair'' said
Warden Lawes of Sing Sing Prison, "we
will have less need for the electric chair."
Too Late Teaching
We have been too late in teaching the
children.
"When can I begin teaching my child
religious truths," asked a mother of a wellknown psychologist. "How old is h e ? "
"Five years." "Five years? Hurry home,
madam. You have already lost the best
five years of your boy's life!"
Too Late Saving
Most distressing of all, we have been
too late in saving our children. Dr. Rollins has truthfully said, "Our duty in the
Sunday school is to bring a cargo to port
and not a derelict." It was the opinion
of Dr. John Clifford, the great free church
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leader, that the churches must arrange
their whole worship and work, their teaching and preaching, their fellowship and
ministry to win and hold in allegiance the
child and the adolescent. It was Lyman
B. Fletcher who said that "While it was
a wonderful thing to have the testimony of
a dozen men redeemed from shame it was
a far greater thing to get a dozen boys of
twelve years into real living touch with
Christ."
The Answer
Child conversion is the natural way.
It is as natural for children to be saved,
as unnatural for adults. Perhaps there is
no more important fact that the church
needs to learn. Children make decisions,
but when you labor with an adult you are
trying to get him to reverse a negative decision that he has already made.
It is more significant that of all who
reach the age of twenty-three, having never
made any profession of religion, not more
than two out of one hundred will ever do
so, leaving ninety-eight who never will.
There are seven times as many converted at
the age of 16 as at 26, and more are converted at the age of 13 than any other year
of life.
Child conversion is the permanent way.
"The most surprising evidence of the
permanent results of child conversion,"
says Lionel B. Fletcher, "are to be seen
in any meeting where those who were converted under the age of twelve are asked
to hold up their hands. Generally the proportion is so astonishing that any sane man
must wonder how it is that people will
continue to theorize instead of acting on
the evidence of their own eyesight." Dr.
Spurgeon confirms this fact in the following statement:
I have more confidence in the spiritual
life of the children that I have received
into this church than I have in the spiritual condition of the adults. I will go
even further than that. I have usually
found a clearer knowledge of the gospel
and a warmer love for Christ in the child
convert than in the adult convert.
Now if there is any one thing that the
church needs to learn about evangelism, it
is that the power as well as the time of a
child's salvation belongeth unto God. If
parents and Sunday school teachers are
faithful in their instruction, then the child
of his own accord will ask, "What must I
do to be saved?" It may be at six, eight,
ten or twelve years—I don't know when—
but I do know that then it is God's time,
and the child's time to receive, understand
and accept the knowledge of his salvation.
— 5 . 5. Revitalized.
Whatever obscures your own sense of
God, whatever impairs tenderness of your
own conscience, and whatever destroys
your own relish for spiritual things, that
is sin to you.—Susanna Wesley.

E V A N G E L I C A L

VISITOR

It Took Pentecost
(Continued from page two)
matter, for most church folk dislike having
their Laodicean complacency upset by
these who insist on walking by faith and
not by sight. There are many who raise
their eyebrows and shrug their shoulders
and bid the flaming zealot, "Be not righteous overmuch!"
There is no denying that the present-day
world set-up is as definitely of the prince
of darkness as was the world of the New
Testament, yes, even more so as the return
of the Lord draws near. It cannot be argued that we are excused from living such
otherworldly lives as did the early Christians because the world has now become
more Christian and the contrast is therefore not so pronounced. The contrast is
more pronounced nowadays than ever
whenever a Christian really dares to live
the transformed and not the conformed
life. Whosoever will be the friend of the
world is still the enemy of God (cf. Jas.
4:4) ; and, the time being short, we should
live accordingly (I Cor. 7:29-31). "Propriety" and formalism and dim, religious
atmosphere have smothered the fire, and
repressed Christians huddle over coals that
need to be fanned into flame by the stirring
up of the Gift of God within us. With
some happy exceptions, too often we shall
find the brightest flame in some humble
church on a back street—which is quite
in keeping with the early assemblies—and
even there sometimes extravagances reveal
that Satan never-sleeping, is in attendance
as an angel of light.
Fuel for the Flame of God
Living beside oneself is no new or fanciful thing. Men lose themselves in lesser
causes than Christ and the gospel. Men
have lost themselves time and again in a
flaming devotion to art or literature or
scientific research or exploration. The
devil has shown us the opposite of devotion to Christ in the reckless abandon of
Communists and anarchists to their causes.
Patriotism numbers by the millions those
who have flung themselves into the jaws of
death for love of country. But only the
man who is beside himself for the love of
Christ has truly lost his life to find it.
But most of us never get beyond interest
—and mild interest at that—in eternal
issues. We need not wonder that revival
fails to sweep the world, that we make
slight impression upon this wretched generation. Men are not moved by merely interested people.
Men and If omen Desperately In Love
With Jesus
It takes Pentecost to stir Jerusalem, and
it takes the terrific dynamic of the
Holy Ghost through flaming witnesses to
make this sleeping world sit up and listen
to the wonderful works of God. If we who
claim to know and love the Lord display
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but casual interest in the Prince of Glory,
need we wonder that a cynical world sees
•no reason to be wrought up about the
saving of the soul?
But why is our love to Christ so cold,
and what may we do about it? I fear that
many who name His name never really
have met Him in conversion. I am convinced that we invite many church members forward for consecration who need
first to be saved. And after conversion
there must be communion. Love increases
as we associate with the person loved. This
we do with Christ through the Spirit by
prayer and the Word. And by all means
remember that oft-forgotten road of obedience: "He that hath my commandments,
and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me:
and he that loveth me shall be loved of
my Father, and I will love him, and will
manifest myself to him" (John 14:21).
We cannot love the Lord with human love
but only with the love of God, God's own
love, which is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Spirit. But that heart must
be hungry for His love, and willing, and
obedient. And as His love is received by
faith, it is expressed in love for the brethren, thereby proving that we have passed
from death to life; and that love flows out
in love for the lost whom God so loved
that He gave His only begotten Son.
Yes, it is the apostolic fervor of men
and women desperately in love with Jesus
Christ that this calloused world needs to
witness today. Nowhere has the devil been
more successful than in toning down this
early zeal to a pale churchly religiousness.
Some would have us believe that people
are too intelligent nowadays to return to
camp-meeting emotionalism. Well, this is
certainly a poor time to credit anything to
increased intelligence! Besides, that theory
does not account for the fact that the same
intelligent people who sit unmoved at
church can be beside themselves in hours
of frenzy at a football game or a political
mass meeting. No, there is still plenty of
fervor in the land, but not about the Lord!
God Give Us Fervid Souls
The happiest person on earth is a young
Christian ablaze with the fire of a new
faith before he has met too many theologians! For every man born blind who receives his sight, the devil has fifty Pharisees ready to cool his ardor. The saddest
sight I know is a Bible scholar or preacher
(often a fundamentalist) who has left
somewhere among his books the first love
of his Christian youth!
Better blaze
through with more zeal than knowledge
than to lose the calliope notes of early
faith in a maze of contradictory commentaries and expositions!
A Norwegian wrote to me about being
marvelously healed by the Lord, and he
explained it by this significant comment,
"Because I tried His own words." Better
crash through believing too much than too
little, with an uproarious faith that shouts,
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In The Homeland
(Continued from page eleven)
Mowersville, Pa.
Revival Meeting. It is with a profound
sense of gratitude to God that we present
this report of the recent series of evangelistic meetings held at the Mowersville church
by Bishop Charlie B. Byers.
Brother Byers came with us on the evening of October 26 and the meetings closed
November 9. The crowds that came out
evening after evening gave witness to the
fact that people are interested in the old
fashioned gospel. The church was crowded
on numerous occasions.
Around forty individuals knelt at an altar
of prayer, prominent among whom was a
father of thirteen children, also a number
of his children came to the altar to be
saved. The mother had been saved previously.
There was good victory during the altar
services and God definitely met the need of
the different individuals in saving and sanctifying power.
We are indeed encouraged to push the
battle and to stand against sin and compromise. May the Lord continue to bless
the labors of Brother Byers as he labors in
the Master's vineyard.
Missionary Services. On Monday evening,
November 24, the Elwood Hershey missionary family were at the Mowersville church
and delivered a missionary program that
was interesting and appreciated by the congregation.
Ordination Service. On December 7, at
the Green Spring meeting house Brother and
Sister Merle Lehman were ordained to the
office of deacon. Rev. John Hostetter of
Clarence--Center preached and the ordination was performed by Bishop Charlie Byers.
We wish Brother and Sister Lehman the
richest blessing of the Lord as they serve
in this capacity.
Youth Conference. A unique youth conference was enjoyed by this district on December 13 and 14. Bishop L. Shoalts of
Canada was with us at our seventh annual
youth conference held at the Mowersville
church. Bishop Shoalts' ministry was appreciated by our youth and also by the older
groups. Bro. Shoalts together with Rev. Ebbert Stayman brought messages that challenged our youth to definite Christian living.
Messiah Home, Harrisburg, Pa.
We are nearing the close of another
year and we can truly say, the Lord has
been very good to us for which we are very
thankful. There have been a number of
our group called to their eternal home this
past year. The ones we especially miss are
Sr. Clyde Shirk and Grandpa Musser.
Our Revival opened Nov. 16 and continued two weeks, closing on Nov. 30. Eld.
Marshall Winger from St. Anns, Ontario,
was the evangelist. He was not able to be
here the first two evenings and so Eld. Harvey Light from Cleona brought the mes"Let God be true, but every man a liar."
Methinks God must prefer a too-exuberant
faith that He must check a little (if such
is possible) to a pale orthodoxy that says
the words but really does not believe
them.
God give us some fervid souls who will
let no one quench the Spirit within them!
—Copyrighted. The King's Business. Used
by permission.
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sages those two evenings. He gave us very
good messages. Bro. Winger fearlessly declared the whole counsel of God which
brought conviction to hearts, and a number
found their way to an altar of prayer for
various needs. The attendance and interest
were very good. May God richly bless our
Brother in other fields of labor.
Sunday evening, Dec. 7, a farewell meeting was held for Eld. and Sr. Eyer and two
daughters who were waiting to sail for Africa. On account of the weather the attendance was not large, yet it was an interesting
service. May God's protecting care and His
abiding peace be with the Eyer family. May
they have a safe trip till they reach African
soil again.
Sadie Brehm
Delisle, Sask.
Since our last report to the Visitor, quite
a number of friends have called on us with
words of encouragement, which have been
very much appreciated.
Bro. Eli Hostetler, Jr., conducted his first
evangelistic campaign with us last July.
His messages were an inspiration to us. May
God bless him as he enters on a life of service for our Blessed Lord.
Bro. Charlie Cook was our representative
at the Ontario Joint Council in September,
where we believe he received encouragement
that in turn has made itself manifest in the
spirit of our services.
Since the cold weather we meet in about
a half dozen different homes for our Sunday
School and preaching services. The spirit
of God is working in our midst, and we ask
your prayers that many may open their
hearts door and let Him in ere the opportunity is lost forever.
Bro. and Sr. Linkletter are spending the
winter visiting friends and relatives in Ontario and in Prince Edward Island.
Sr. Ruth Linkletter
Bethel, Kansas
Nov. 10. Our meetings began with Eld.
Earl Sider from Canada as Evangelist. The
meeting continued for three weeks. The
first week only the home congregation was
present with a few exceptions as the meetings were also in progress at the Zion
Church. This proved to be a blessing for
Bro. Sider spoke out of his heart as to a
family. The Spirit was nresent and hearts
were moved Godward. There were souls at
the altar nearly every night. The last two
weeks others came to hear the word preached and a number came to the altar, some for
Salvation, others for sanctification. We rejoiced for the victory won, yet would have
liked to have seen more. The saints were
richly blessed by hearing God's Word so
ably expounded bv our Brother. Thank God
for the riches of His grace.
The Bethel Church was remodeled this
summer. Nov. 23 was set for the Dedication. This was also the sixtieth anniversary.
A very impressive program was rendered
by different Brethren. The Dedication message was given by Bro. Earl Sider. Bish.
M. M. Book officiated in the Dedication. The
Church was full and we felt God's Presence
was with us. May God's blessing rest on
the work at Bethel.
Mrs. Mary A. Brandt
Saxton, Pa.
Nov. 23 Bishop Lafayette Shoalts came to
us for our fall revival. The attendance was
very good; many of the Martinsburg brethren and some from Altoona came to enjoy
the service with us. The second week the
attendance dropped partly because of the
weather and other local revival meetings.
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Bro. Shoalts' messages were all good; the
clear definite teaching was a real help to
the church. Bro. Shoalts said many times "he
did not want to say or do any thing that
would hinder but only to be a help." We
are sure his ministry here was a definite
help; may the Lord bless him.
Nov. 27, Thanksgiving Day, an afternoon
service was held at the church. The attendance was not large but we enjoyed a very
good service. There were souls at the altar
nearly every night.
Bro. Ebersole had two funerals during
the revival, one, a young man, died suddenly
in a road house under the influence of drink,
the cause of his death is unknown. It was
very sad and our hearts ache for the family.
The other funeral was that of an aged
sister. She helped prepare their Thanksgiving meal and while washing the dishes
sat down and complained of pain at her
heart; in a very short time her spirit departed while she whispered the name "Jesus." Her unsaved loved ones testified to
her saintly life. A large crowd attended the
funeral services at Sherman Valley Church.
We miss her but do not feel we can grieve
for her for we have the assurance that she
is enjoying better things.
A very good prayer meeting was held in
the home of an afflicted sister (not of our
church) who asked for prayer for her body.
The Lord wonderfully blessed her soul and
touched her body. She stood upon her feet
and walked a few steps; this had been impossible before. There are other homes
open for prayer meeting in the town of
Robertsdale. Pray that God may save souls
there.
S. Iola Dixon
Chambersburg, Pa.
On Sunday evening, November 24, 1947
we started a revival meeting with Eld. John
Hostetter, Clarence Center, N. Y., as evangelist. We had been praying for a revival
for many months before this time, and God
surely rewarded the prayers of his saints.
Conviction rested heavily on the hearts of
sinners and backsliders from the beginning of
the meeting and moved souls to wend their
way to an altar of prayer. Individuals who
had been on our prayer lists for years yielded to God and caused much rejoicing among
the people of God as well as in families and
homes. During the two weeks that Bro.
Hostetter was with us, God used his messages to enlighten the believer and locate
the need of the careless and indifferent.
We truly thank God for this gracious
•manifestation of His power and glory. We
pray that those who found God as their
Saviour may be led out into deep spiritual
life and become consecrated vessels that can
be used to gather others into the kingdom.
Jane Burkholder
Chestnut Grove, Ashland, Ohio
A combined Love Feast and Northern
Ohio Young People's Meeting made an interesting and inspirational week-end for us
in the beginning of November.
Bro. Jesse Steckley from Gormley, Ontario, was secured as guest speaker, and we
felt drawn closer to our Master as we commemorated on Saturday night His suffering
and death.
On S u n d a y morning, Bro. Steckley
brought the message in the worship service.
The afternoon service was given over to the
Northern Ohio Young People—the theme
being, "Living Couragously." Various topics
were discussed interspersed by special numbers in song. The final message was again
delivered by Bro. Steckley on having "Courage of Convictions."
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The evening service was begun by a children's meeting in charge of Sn. Leona Hostetler from Massillon, following which Bro.
Steckley again gave one of his appealing
and challenging messages to young people.
From Nov. 30 to Dec. 14 our fall revival
was held. Bro. Donald Heer came to us as
our evangelist, and he surely preached the
Word straight and clear and in no uncertain tones.
This was the best attended revival we
have had for a number of years, and we
praise God for the work that was done, although we could see where much more
could have been accomplished if souls would
have been willing to obey the Lord. Fifteen
souls bowed at an altar of prayer—most of
them children and young people.
The Sunday School Christmas program
was held Sunday evening, Dec. 21. Practically all the children and young people
took part in this program, following which
a treat was given to all present.
Mrs. Ernest Dolmen

Call for Service
(Concluded from page ten)
pital. Cleveland members won my admiration—especially those spending the summer on Pellow, the most untidy ward in
the hospital. Theirs was not a martyr
complex nor an air of enduring. They
learned to love their patients; a love which
manifested itself in a warm concern for
the patient, a love unbiased by personal
likes or dislikes; free from sentimentalism
or. emotionalism. They loved the patients,
not because they always had lovable qualities, but because they represented a soul
and spirit that are priceless in God's eyes.
As regular attendants the members mopped and scrubbed, bathed, dressed and fed
their charges, combed hair and trimmed
nails. The cheery "Good Morning!" words
of comfort or assurance, or just pausing to
listen to the most recent joy or sorrow of
a patient was often rewarded by love and
gratitude from these hungry hearts.
Patients at Skillman ranged in ages
from 5-90; men, women, and children;
colored and white, who have one thing in
common—all have a type of epilepsy.
Many epileptics live relatively normal lives
in our society. It is the mentally ill, the
feebleminded, and those who have for some
reason failed to adjust themselves to normal living that need hospital care. Since
the beginning of the war the labor situation at Skillman has been acute. The need,
the favorable and considerate attitude of
the administration, and the summer unit's
ringing testimony of blessings experienced
while serving in this area of need, led us
to open a year around unit at the Skillman
State Village for Epileptics this fall. Members will serve as regular attendants in the
cottages, and may serve any season of the
year. The minimum period of service is
ten weeks. This unit is intended primarily
to accommodate those young people who
are busy during the summer but would
like to serve another part of the year.

VISITOR

January 12, 1948

Relief and Service News
Ethiopian Emperor Visits MCC Unit
An unusual experience for the MCC workers at Nazareth Hospital in Ethiopia, was
the visit of the Emperor Haile Selassie I,
on November 23. He had come to the village to see the new Nazareth School, and
upon invitation, came also to inspect the
Hospital of which the MCC workers have
direction. He seemed very much interested
and observing as he was shown through
the various rooms and wards, asking many
questions regarding the work, and regarding the Mennonites and their beliefs.
Mennonite Colony Representative Visits
North America
One of the pioneer Mennonite settlers in
the Paraguayan Chaco is at present in the
United States representating Menno Colony
in various business interests.
Jacob Braun was a member of the first
group of 309 Mennonites who migrated
from Canada to Paraguay in 1926. During
the period from 1926 to 1935, a total of 1777
Mennonites made this journey from Canada
to Menno Colony. To begin life on this unsettled and isolated prairie land was indeed
Six girls reenforced the ranks of the
regular Akron staff this summer. Two of
the workers on part of their time conducted a very successful playground and
craft department for the Akron children.
The unit became an integral part of the
M. C. C. family here at Akron. The girls
testified to spiritual revitalizatkm through
the Christian fellowship they met and enjoyed. It was also a means of their becoming acquainted with the work of the
Mennonite Central Committee at home and
abroad.
This summer, Voluntary Service reached
out to begin service in one of Mexico's
needy areas. In Chihuahua unit members
served in a general hospital, taught English classes and tended a nursery. Throughout the coming year the work will be continued in Mexico. Our immediate concern is to help the Mexicans and Old Colony Mennonites in Cuahtemoc meet their
health needs.
The effect of voluntary service on the
individual can best be shown by sharing
with you, a few of their testimonies:
"Our church needs the challenge we are
receiving here, the challenge to living
faith. Without being priggish we wish there
were ten times as many young people in
voluntary service to share our enthusiasm
with us. Our immediate objective is service here, but we also feel a deeper sense
of being part of the church's mission on
earth.
"We hope the spiritual well springs we
have tapped will bring forth an abundant
well of faith. Ultimately even our own
lives receive the highest benefit if we give
them in service in "the name of Christ."
A logical result of this realization should
be for us to more thoroughly commit our

difficult, for it meant the building of homes,
producing of food, making of clothing from
raw materials, establishment of schools,
churches, medical facilities, economic system, and many other services which are
essential to a thriving community.
For many years Brother Braun was Oberschultze of Menno Colony. In this capacity
he was the person responsible for the direction and coordination of all community activities of the colony, except for the religious life, which was more directly in
charge of the church. The Oberschultze
also is the chairman of the Choritzer Komite,
which is a committee of about 30 persons
representing the interests of each village
in matters common to the entire colony.
During the years since its establishment,
the colony has prospered and grown so that
now the population (as of 1945) is nearly
twice that of the original number, and the
area of land covered is about 300,000 acres,
which is more than twice that of the original settlement. Even with this expansion,
however, there is continued need for more
land upon which to settle. Therefore the
colony hopes to purchase an additional tract
of approximately 250,000 acres.
lives to God's direction and purpose. This
short internship points to a lifetime of
service."
"The contact with suffering gives us a
new sense of values, makes us see and understand things we didn't before, inspires
us with new thoughts—it is a strengthening
and refining of our faculties; it is something we shall have at our hacks to drive
us forward and to sustain us in our work
because suffering is a positive force.
"The contact with suffering makes us
face thoroughly our responsibility, shows
us the amount of our moral obligation: it
is a silent but powerful "thou must" which
says whatever our pefsonal mission in life,
we must understand life as a mission."
"In these past few weeks I have been
challenged as I have never been challenged
before. I have come to realize what I
want to do is of secondary importance. I
have made my choice, I have a life to
live, and it is my God-given duty to live it
for Christ. My desires and wishes count
only when they are in accordance with the
will of God."
These channels through which you can
serve the Master and Mankind; through
which your own life can be enriched and
broadened, are not confined to a select few.
They are for all these young people who
are willing to offer their services for a
period of time: ten weeks, six months,
perhaps a year. The task is for those who
are willing to serve wherever possible and
who are willing to give up self and seek
the will of God. It is for those willing
to serve humbly, day after day "in the
name of Christ."
Every member in the church should give
at least a year of full-time service to the
work of the church!
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